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Vancouver Housing Authority 

“Our mission is to provide opportunities to people who 
experience barriers to housing because of income, 
disability or special needs in an environment which 
preserves personal dignity, and in a manner which 

maintains the public trust.” 

W E ’ RE  ON  THE  WEB !  

WWW . VHAUSA . COM  

Bridgette’s Picks—  For all the wonderful effort you all have made last 
quarter , I could not say it better than the page below…. 

 

From a resident: “Thank you for everything you have been sending us […] 

My son just started Clark (College) and my wife just got a part-time job and 

[my daughter] and I are trying to do our thing.” - Edward 
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immediately. Then, just like a 

‘regular’ job, when you start, 

there’s... 

4. Training. Don’t skip those 

training sessions. It could 

affect your ability to 

volunteer. Some training 

might seem like a repeat to 

you, but is needed for 

insurance reasons. Sometimes 

the training is new to you, and 

will make your volunteer work 

much easier– don’t forget, just 

like all of your volunteer 

experiences, it can be put on 

your job résumé! 

Now that you know more of 

what to expect, happy 

volunteering! 

The drive to be a volunteer is 

a wonderful thing!  But don’t 

let your excitement interfere 

with the realities of 

volunteering.  Sometimes a 

person can get so enthusiastic 

about the desire to do good 

works that they might skip a 

few steps and expect to be put 

to work right after walking in. 

So, here are a few pointers to 

help you along the way: 

1. Call ahead. If you have a 

place in mind where you want 

to volunteer , call to find out 

about their process, and what 

they need help with. Some 

places need you to have a 

background check or other 

screening before you start 

(especially if you work with 

kids or elders.) Some places 

want you to have certain skills. 

Which leads us to... 

2. Know yourself. Can you 

fill their needs? Are you better 

behind-the-scenes? Or are you 

used to the front lines, 

working with people? Do you 

have computer or other 

special skills? Do you have 

something questionable in 

your past (and can you explain 

it?) Once you’ve got a clear 

picture, just like with other 

jobs, you can... 

3. Sell yourself. When you 

walk in to apply, dress 

appropriately. When you talk 

to the volunteer coordinator, 

let them know why/how you 

are the right person to help. 

Fill out your application/ 

background check completely 

(don’t forget to sign it!), and 

don’t expect to be ‘hired’ 

Volunteering: What to Expect 

What is Community Involvement? 

For the purposes of the VHA, 

Community Involvement can 

mean lots of things, even 

more than just volunteering at 

a community agency. You 

probably already do a lot of 

them.  

Are you working with DVR 

or WorkSource to try to get a 

job? That counts! Just get 

your advisor to sign off on 

your log sheet that you’ve 

been doing their activities. 

Do you take your neighbor to 

the doctor’s, or grocery 

shopping? Do you rake leaves 

or pickup litter around your 

neighborhood? Do you clean 

at your church? That counts! 

A neighbor can sign your log. 

Do you have a self-help group 

meeting that you attend, like 

AA, or Smoking Cessation, a 

parents’ group, or other 

community group you are 

involved with? That counts! 

The group leader can sign 

your log. 

Now that you see how easy it 

can be, get out and get involved! 

Volunteering 
vocabulary: 

 Organization = Place 

where you volunteer 

 Volunteer Coordinator = 

Hiring Manager 

 Orientation = Training 

 Service provider = Gives 

help to people with specific 

needs 

 Virtual volunteering = 

home/computer-based 

volunteering 
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YOU can honor 

the memory of civil rights leader and 

activist for the poor, Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr., by using the weekend 

of January 15th-17th to volunteer in 

your neighborhood. Here are just a 

couple of places that could use your 

help: 

“Life's most 

persistent and 

urgent question 

is, „What are 

you doing for 

others?‟”-  

Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr. 

Get Organized at the Clark County 

Habitat ReStore Sat, Jan 15, 2011 

9:00am - 12:00pm. Like organizing? 

Want to learn more about salvaged 

building materials? The Habitat for 

Humanity's ReStore is a re-sale center 

that recycles overstock, seconds, and 

used, discontinued, or salvaged 

building materials. With a small staff, 

we rely on volunteers to help keep our 

store looking its best. You will help 

process donations, organize 

merchandise, cleaning, and maybe 

even painting. Call 360-213-1313 or 

visit http://pdxrestore.org for more info. 

Preserve a Wetland in Vancouver 

with Vancouver Watersheds 

Council Mon, Jan. 17, 2011 8:30am - 

12:00pm. Bring the whole family, your 

work gloves and dress warmly. We will 

plant seedlings along Burnt Bridge 

Creek, possibly some clean-up and 

landscaping at Ft. Vancouver High 

School.  We will gather at Ft. 

Vancouver High School to learn about 

our tasks and then form work groups.  

At the end of the morning we regroup 

at the High School to celebrate our 

efforts! Call (360) 852-9189 or visit 

www.vancouverwatersheds.org/events for info. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. day– It’s a day ON, not a day off 

when you come in. When you bring in 

your completed application (or fill it 

out in their office), you will be asked 

to interview.  Sometimes you can 

interview right away, or make an 

appointment. Don’t be nervous! This 

interview is mainly to talk about what 

your interests are, and if you have any 

special needs when you’re 

volunteering (transportation, physical 

limitations, hours you’re available.)  

In Vancouver, we can be thankful that 

there is one main place to go to find 

out about opportunities to do well for 

our community: Volunteer 

Connections. 

When you walk into Volunteer 

Connections, you will be asked to fill 

out a volunteer application. You can 

find this application on their website, 

(www.hsc-wa.org) or you can get one 

Volunteer Connections will ask you to 

fill out a background check, to make 

sure you can work at the organization 

you’re placed with (especially if you 

want to work with kids or elders.) 

After you’re cleared, you’ll be placed 

with an organization that needs 

someone JUST LIKE YOU!  Volunteer 

Connections is located in the Hazel Dell 

area, at 201 NE 73rd St. Call 735-3683 

or visit their website for more info. 

appropriate staff, performing a variety 

of general clerical duties such as light 

typing, maintaining files and records, 

and operation of office equipment. 

Need office experience? 

Americans Building Community is 

seeking volunteers to assist with 

launching and establishing a 

community tool library (a place where 

community members can borrow 

tools for free.) Gearheads wanted! 

The Road to Recovery program of 

the American Cancer Society is 

looking for volunteers who are 

interested in coordinating the program 

and/or volunteer to drive cancer 

patients to and from their medical/

treatment appointments. Volunteers 

will use their personal vehicle and 

must be licensed and insured. Safe 

drivers wanted!  

For all the above, call Volunteer 

Connections—see the next article! 

Or… drop-in & fold newsletters for 

the Community Center at the end of 

each month– call Sharon at 992-0205. 

Daybreak Youth Services needs a 

volunteer to re-type treatment packets 

and save them  on a disk or flash 

drive. It is preferred that the work is 

done off-site as there is limited office 

space. Virtual Volunteering opportunity! 

Firstenburg Community Center 

50+ Better Program is recruiting for 

a Hostess/Front  Desk Assistant for 

the 50+ Lounge. Duties include 

providing customer service at all 

times, assisting customers with 

inquiries about program and services, 

refer customer complaints to the 

How can you find the BEST places to volunteer? 

These places need (y)our help! 
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 VANCOUVER HOUSING AUTHORITY  

Community Involvement and Education Participation Log 

FULL NAME:  ________________________________  SOCIAL SECURITY #: _________-_____-__________ 

Phone Number: (_______) - _______  - ___________  EMAIL:____________________________________ 

January 1st  – March  31st  2011 

 

I have (circle one) Public Housing or Section 8  Total hours for Quarter: ____________ 

 

  I certify that I have performed the activities described above in compliance with the community service requirement

  

  Signature:______________________________________  Date: _________________ 

Date 

(mo/day/year) 

Activity Organization/ 

Group 

Contact Name 

(verifier) 

Verifier’s 

phone 

number 

Verifier’s 

initials 

Hours 

              

  

              

  

              

  

              

  

              

  

              

  

              

  

              

  

              

  

              

  

              

  


