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Going to College

One Woman’s Story

Shannon, a participant in the VHA Family Self Sufficiency Program, has made
the journey and completed her Bachelor’s degree. Here'’s her story:

“Everything about college was a learning experience. As a first-generation
college student I had no one to rely on for advice. I had to learn the processes of
registering, signing up for classes, the importance of a G.P.A. and financial aid.
I hadn’t been in school for 9 years, so [ was afraid that I had been out too long.
I had math anxiety and no writing skills. However, with the help of my
professors, math help groups, and practice I am proud to say that I have written
30-page research papers and passed 300 level statistical math courses.

I took one class at a time and climbed the ladder. I had many challenges during
my college career. I was a single parent and worked a bartending/serving job to

make ends meet.
I can say that my education has brought me and my daughter valuable skills in

addition to a positive attitude. For example, because I was competitive about
getting good grades, this behavior rubbed off on my daughter. She now has
higher educational goals: it’s not a question of if she’ll go to college; it’s what

college she wants to go to.
In conclusion, my goals started small and ended with a Bachelor in Public
Administration and a minor concentration in Public Administration/
Management. Now I’m studying for the General Record Exam (GRE) for the

Master’s Degree. These goals were achieved one step at a time, starting with my

12

G.E.D. Now on to my Master’s degree
Will you have a story to tell like Shannon?
Come to the College Night January 20 to find out how.

Wednesday, January 20. 6-7:30 p
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Time to think about college
scholarships

1t seems like school has just started for the
year, but believe it or not, now is the time to
think about applying for scholarships for 7 ‘“;a/!!i?

the 2010 —11 school year. Here’s one ﬂ‘ willm @’
opportunity that’s available only to housing >

authority residents.

Each year, the Pacific Northwest Regional Council of the National
Association of Housing and Redevelopment Officials (PNRC-NAHRO) teams
up with local housing authorities to provide scholarships to residents. The
purpose of the scholarships is to assist residents in achieving their goals for
higher education and self-sufficiency. There are five scholarships available.
All awards can be used for tuition and fees.

The Jesse Epstein Scholarship (one award, four years) is given to a
graduating high school senior who has maintained at least a 2.8 grade point
average. Maximum award: $10,000—awarded to the highest ranked
Challenge College Scholarship applicant.

The Challenge Scholarship (two awards, four years each) is given to
graduating high school seniors who have maintained at least a 2.8 grade point
average. Maximum awards: $4,000.

The Community College Scholarship (one award, two years) is given to a
graduating high school senior who has maintained a 2.8 grade point average
and plans to attend community college. Maximum award: $2,000.

The Continuing Education Scholarship (one award, up to 4 years) is given to
students who wish to continue their education. Maximum award: $4,000.

To apply, you must fill out a form, provide transcripts, a letter of
recommendation, and an essay entitled “Why I wish to pursue a college
education”. Application packets are available at the at the RISE & STARS
Community Center at 500 Omaha Way and at the Vancouver Housing
Authority office at 2500 Main Street. The deadline is February 12, 2010.

VHA staff will be on hand at the College Night Wednesday,
January 20 (see page 1) to answer questions about these
scholarships. Also, if you bring a draft of your essay, we’ll
be happy to review it and give feedback.

Family Self-Sufficiency Openings

The VHA's Family Self-Sufficiency Program has partnered with Second Step
Housing and is accepting new participants! Receive a personal case manager
who can help you with career exploration, goal setting, job search, training
and education, budgeting, homeownership and much more. The VHA will
also set up a savings account for you as you go to work!

Don't hesitate...give us a call for details, questions, and to sign up! Public
Housing residents contact Mary Hopkins at 993-5301 ext 126. Section 8
residents contact Sydney Velez at 993-5301 ext 125

Neighbor To Neighbor 2

7" and 8" graders:

Five Fun Differences
Between Middle
School and College

In middle school, you do
homework. In college, you study.
2. In middle school, you wear your
backpack on one shoulder; in
college, on both.
In college, you don't have to wait
in a certain lunch line to be cool.
4. In middle school, you're told
what classes to take. In college,
you get to choose.
5. Incollege, there are no bells or
tardy slips.

THE COLLEGE BOUND
SCHOLARSHIP IS HERE...
BUT WHERE ARE YOU?

—
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If you are in 7" or 8" grade, a

college degree is within your reach.

You can earn a full scholarship,

which includes tuition plus money

for books, just by doing these four

things:

1. Submit an application.

2. Graduate from high school with
at least a 2.0 GPA.

3. Be a good citizen and stay crime
free.

4. Meet the income guidelines.

That’s it! BUT YOU MUST SIGN
UP BEFORE JUNE 30" DURING
YOUR EIGHTH GRADE YEAR.

Here’s How:

e Stop by the RISE & STARS
Community Center or call
Prudence at 992-0232. She will
go through it with you, step by
step. OR

e go online to www.hecb.wa.gov/
collegebound to find out more.

Applications are available in English,
Spanish, Chinese, Korean, Russian
and Ukrainian.

COLLEGE IS DIFFERENT FROM
MIDDLE SCHOOL; GRAB THIS
OPPORTUNITY NOW!
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VHA RISE & STARS COMMUNITY CENTER YOUTH PROGRAM
500 OMAHA WAY, VANCOUVER, WA 98661 737-2950

Activities for Youth in grades K - 12

Open to youth living in VHA Section 8 and Low Rent housing. Parents must come in and complete a
registration form before their child can attend activities. For information and to register call 737-2950.
Permission slips required for all field trips.
Please note: In compliance with state law, some children will be required
to use booster seats or car seats with harnesses when on field trips in our van.
Due to the limited number of seats available, children may occasionally be excluded from trips.
Schedule is subject to change.

Youth Programs CLOSED January 1st & 18th.

Youth 3:00—5:00 PM—Kindergarten thru Sth grade

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

3:00—4:00 PM | Snacks

3:00—5:00 PM | Homework Help, Board Games & Game Room

3:00—4:00 PM 3:30—4:30 PM 3:00—5:00 PM 3:00—5:00 PM 4:00—5:00 PM
Computers Science Club Homework Club Cooking Class Computers

Teens 6:00—8:00 PM—o6th grades thru 12th grade

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
6:00—8:00 PM Smart Choices Teen Cooking Teen Craft Gym Open for Teens
14—24 year olds Class
Youth Area
11— 13 year olds
7:00—8:00 PM Computers Computers

~a

SPECIAlFACHIVILIESTTOr Januanyz::

For Families: For Adults:
Bookmobile at the Community Center. Christopher Hitchens, author of God Is Not
Wednesday, January 6th & 20th, 2:00—4:00 Great, Portland Arts & Lectures at the Arlene
PM. Schnitzer Concert Hall. Tuesday, January 5th,

Family Soup & Story—Starry Night. Monday, 7:30 PM. Call Kurt @ 992-0214.
January 25th, 6:00—38:00 PM. Food, a story & a “Snow Falling on Cedars”, Portland Center
craft. All ages. Enjoy bedtime stories. Stage. Wednesday, January 13th, 6:30—10:00

“Pinocchio” , Northwest Children’s Theater. PM. Call Kurt @ 992-0214.
Monday, January 27th, 6:00—10:00 PM. Call
Kurt @ 992-0214.




RISE & STARS Community Center Happenings

500 Omaha Way Vancouver Free Dental
For more information call 737-2950 S .
ervices
CCAPS CCRC Meeting
(Community Center Adult Program (Clark County Resident Council) Thanks to the Clark
Sponsors) Meets quarterly. Next meeting is College Dental

Ist & 3rd Tuesdays of each month, 11 February 9th at 11 AM. Call Kathi Hygiene Program,
AM. Call Sharon @ 992-0205 for more @ 992-0203 for more information. there will be dental
information.

Coffee Hour services for VHA
Adult Craft Day 4th Wednesday of each month, residents at the RISE & STARS
3rd Wednesday of each month, 9—11 10:30—11:30 AM. Call Kathi @ Community Center this winter.
AM. Call Sharon @ 992-0205 for more 992-0203 for more information. The services are free and include
information. dental cleaning, fluoride treatment,

education and referrals. Services
will be available by appointment on

VHA’S Offices and RISE & STARS Community Center : | repryary 9th, 16th, 23rd, March 2nd

will be CLOSED January 1st & 18th. P& oth.
AN NN NN NN NN EEEEE NN NN NN NN NN ENEEEE NN NN NN NN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEnd Space iS llmlted”' Please call Sharon
VHA Board Of Commissioners Meeting at 992-0205 for more information

and to schedule an appointment.

Wednesday, January 27th, 10:00 AM

2500 Main Street, Vancouver
Meetings are open to the public
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