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Neighbor to Neighbor  
Useful News from the Vancouver Housing Authority  

and the Clark County Resident Council 

While stock market changes, job losses, foreclosures and 

financial stress continue to batter our communities, 

more residents are depending on public assistance.  

More than ever, people need to stay connected to 

community resources and emergency services 

that can help them survive this economic crisis.  

Access to local telephone service can be the 

difference between finding help and feeling 

isolated. 
 

The Washington Telephone Assistance Program (WTAP) offers eligible 

residents a low-cost landline phone for about $8 a month.  If you, or someone 

you know, is receiving assistance from the Department of Social and Health 

Services (DSHS), you may quality for the WTAP program.  
 

Residents receiving food stamps, Temporary Assistance For Needy Families 

(TANF), general assistance and other public programs could qualify for the 

WTAP program.  To sign up, call your local telephone provider and provide 

your DSHS client ID number.  You can receive a low to no cost phone line 

installation and basic local phone service for $8 a month with no deposit 

required.  
 

While times may be tough, the ability to stay connected with family, friends and 

resources can improve the quality of life for those who may be struggling.  Pass 

this information on to those who need to stay connected and help our neighbors 

work through these tough times!   

For more information on the WTAP program or landline telephone services, 

contact the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commissionôs Consumer 

Help Line at 1-888-333-WUTC (9882) or e-mail consumer@utc.wa.gov. 

Staying Connected in Tough 
Times: Need help paying your 

telephone bill?  

Welcome! Spanish Speaking Staff  
 

The Community Housing Recourse Center (CHRC) is excited to announce the 

addition of our new financial counselor Carlos Garcia.  The CHRC is a HUD-

certified non-profit that provides pre-purchase, credit repair, debt management, 

and mortgage default counseling.  Carlos is bilingual and bicultural.  He is a 

graduate of Oregon State University and comes to us with a non-profit housing 

background.  This will be the first time the CHRC has a fully bilingual staff 

member who speaks Spanish and will be able to serve and do outreach in the 

Latino community.  For more information on the Center and our services please 

call the CHRC at 360-694-6665. 
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Clark County 
Resident Council  
Christmas Project 

2009 
 

The CCRC Christmas Project 

helps community donors help 

those in need. 
 

Applications for gifts only 

accepted from seniors, disabled 

adults and families with 

children.  
 

For an appointment, call  

992-0211 or 992-0229 on  

October 9th at 6:00 PM 
 

Appointments will only be made 

over the phone.  Many people 

will be trying to call, so keep 

trying. You wonôt be able to 

leave a message.  Unfortunately, 

this is a very limited resource 

and not everyone will be served. 

Section 8 and Low Rent 

residents are a priority. 
 

When you come for your 

appointment, you must bring: 
 

Social security cards for each 

member in house (application 

not accepted without seeing 

social security cards) 
 

Proof of address 
 

Proof of low-income need 

(medical card, social services 

award letter, pay stubs) if not 

a Vancouver Housing 

Resident 
 

A phone number or reliable 

message phone (please 

arrange before appointment) 
 

Childrenôs clothing and shoe 

size 
 

Three GIFT WISHES for each 

child (gift requests must be 

moderately priced and 

reasonable.) 

Homeownership Opportunities!  
 

Vancouver Housing Authority has developed 

several programs to help low-income 

families become homeowners.  These 

include: 

Single-Family Homes for Sale: VHA 

has an inventory of several single-family 

homes available for sale with 20% down 

payment assistance for those who are 

ready to become homeowners. 

Lease Purchase Program: VHA has an 

inventory of several single-family homes and condos available through 

lease-to-purchase program for those who are still working on becoming 

mortgage ready. 

Section 8 Homeownership Program: VHA can pay a portion of your 

monthly mortgage costs with a Section 8 voucher.  This program is only 

available to current Section 8 tenants and those on the Section 8 waitlist. 
 

If you would like more information about any of these programs, please 

contact Mila Fabyanchuk at 360-993-9516. 

Itôs Water Time! 
Not all 
clocks 

are made 
the 

same.  
 

 

Saturday 
October 10th 

1:00ð3:00 PM 
 

Free, fun, family events and 

exhibits on the 2nd Saturday of 

every month at the City of 

Vancouver's Water Resources 

Education Center, 4600 SE 

Columbia Way, 360-487-7115, 

open 9-5 Mon. - Sat. 
www.cityofvancouver.us/watercenter 

Are you registered to vote?  
Voter registration forms are available at  the VHA 

office, 2500 Main St. or RISE & STARS Community 
Center, 500 Omaha Way.  

No Phone?  
Free Voice Mail 

Available  
 

Voice Mail is available if you donôt 

have a phone. Receive messages 

from friends, family or a new boss 

when he calls to tell you, ñYouôre 

hired, start Monday.ò  
 

This is FREE for those who donôt 

have access to phone 

service. There are 

limited mailboxes 

available. To sign up, 

call Kathi Ortega 

at 737-2950 

between 

noon 

and 5:00 

PM. 
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Special Activities for 
October  

 

Activities for Youth  
Gym at Marshall Elementary 

Tuesday & Thursdays, October 1st, 

6th, 8th, 13th, 15th, 20th, 27th & 

29th, 6:00ð8:00 PM. Tuesdays: Kð

5th grade. Thursdays: 6thð12th 

grade. Call Kurt @ 992-0214. 

Pumpkin Patch 

Thursday, October 22nd, 2:00ð4:00 

PM. Call Becky @ 992-0209. 
 

Activities for Family  
Bookmobile 

Wednesdays, October 14th & 28th, 

2:00ð4:00 PM. 

Field Day 

Wednesday, October 21st, 1:00ð

5:00 PM. Various sports & games 

will be offered. 

Harvest Party 

Friday, October 23rd, 10:00 AMð

2:00 PM. Pancake breakfast, crafts, 

stories, nature walks & animals. 

Call Becky @ 992-0209. 

Soup & Story 

Monday, October 26th, 6:00ð8:00 

PM. All ages welcome. 

Swim 

Wednesday, October 28th, 6:00ð

8:00 PM. 

Harvest Dance 

Friday, October 30th, 6:00ð8:00 

PM. All ages welcome. 
 

Activities for Adults  
Dance Lessons 

Wednesday, October 21st, 6:30ð

7:30 PM. Call Sharon @ 992-0205. 

THE AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM IS BETTER 

THAN EVER!...  
WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR ? 

 

What:  Youth will be participating in an exciting mix of activities.  There will 

be homework help and incentives, snacks, field trips, arts and crafts, games, 

sports and more.   
 

This year, you can expect to see activities that focus on the following: 
 

Î literacy Î science Î math/problem-solving Î arts Î   

Î social skills Î fitness/nutrition Î technologyÎ 

 

When:  This year the Center will be open to different age groups at specific 

times.  Please pay attention to these changes! 

Who:  Open to youth in grades K-12 living in VHA Section 8 and Low Rent 

housing.  (Please make sure that children are listed on your lease.) 
 

How:  Complete a registration form at the front desk.  Without a form, we will 

not be able to serve your child!!  
 

 

SO, KIDSéAre you in elementary school this year?  How about a snack 

after school, time for crafts and games, and help finishing your 

homework?  
 

MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOLERS éWould you like to hang out 

with your friends, listen to music, use the computer and unwind at the 

Center in the evening? 
 

PARENTSéDo you like the idea of your kids spending their after school 

hours in a supervised, structured environment, with lots of opportunities to 

get involved in interesting activities? 
 

If you answered YES to any of these questions, than the answer for you is the 
 

ÎRISE & STARS COMMUNITY CENTER Î 
 

Questions?  Want to know more about our awesome after school program? 
 

Would you like to hear about a typical day at the Center? 

You can call Prudence at 737-2950.  She will be happy to tell you all about it! 

 

Register Now  

 

Afterschool until 5:00 PM  This time is for youth ages kindergarten 

through sixth grade. 
 

6:00ð8:00 PM   If you are in grades 6-12, the Center is yours in the eve-

nings.  Please note that sixth graders can come to the center afterschool OR in 

the evening.  We encourage sixth graders to choose the time that feels com-

fortable to them. 



CCAPS 
(Community Center Adult Program 
Sponsors) 
1st & 3rd Tuesdays of each month, 11 

AM. Call Sharon @ 992-0205 for more 

information. 
 

Adult Craft Day  
3rd Wednesday of each month, 9ð11 

AM. Call Sharon @ 992-0205 for more 

information. 

Vancouver Housing Authority 

RISE & STARS Community Center 

500 Omaha Way 

Vancouver, WA  98661 

 

Return Service Requested 

 

 360-737-2950  

PRSRT STD 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

VANCOUVER WA 

PERMIT NO. 609 

RISE & STARS Community Center Happenings  
500 Omaha Way Vancouver 

For more information call 737-2950 

VHA Board Of Commissioners Meeting 

Wednesday, October 28th, 10:00 AM 

2500 Main Street, Vancouver 

Meetings are open to the public 

CCRC Meeting  
(Clark County Resident Council) 
Meets quarterly. Next meeting is 

November 10th at 11 AM. Call 

Kathi @ 992-0203 for more 

information. 
 

Coffee Hour  
4th Wednesday of each month, 

10:30ð11:30 AM. Call Kathi @ 

992-0203 for more information. 

Moms, Dads and other 
family caregivers: 
DROP IN and  
 

PLAYé  

SHAREé  

DISCOVER! 
 

 

Play & Learn  
A fun, interactive way to 
spend time with your 0 -5 

year old.  
 

Thursday mornings,   
10 AM to Noon   

VHA RISE & STARS Community 
Center   

500 Omaha Way 
For more information call Sharon 

@ 992-0205. 


